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Richelieu's desires, and his approach to Lorraine was
viewed with ill-concealed apprehension. Gustavus
did not wish to alienate a powerful friend; he re-
crossed the Rhine, and by March, 1632, he had
driven the Duke of Bavaria from Munich, and the
whole of Southern Germany was at his mercy.

In the hour of prosperity the Emperor had been
willing to sacrifice Wallenstein to the animosity of
his enemies, but in his sore distress he turned to the
great general as his only hope of salvation. His
appeals met with a chilly reception. After his dis-
missal, Wallenstein had led a life of solitary grandeur
in his castle in Bohemia, holding little intercourse
with man, poring over the mysteries of astrology,
and seeking to read in the stars the secret of his
fate. He told the Emperor's messengers that he
was done with earthly ambitions, and sought only
rest and retirement, and it was long before he would
give any other answer. At last he was induced to
come from his retreat, but he did so only upon con-
dition that his army should be absolutely under his
own command, and the Emperor himself should
neither direct its movements nor control its leader.
It was suggested that Ferdinand's son might be as-
sociated in the command. " I will have no asso-
ciate," was Wallenstein's reply, " not if God
Himself wished to divide the command with me."

As soon as Wallenstein appeared in the field a
great army rallied at the call of the victorious gen-
eral, but whether he was unwilling to risk defeat, or
uncertain in which way he could best advance his
own fortunes, he was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
